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l,,l eophron percnopterus (Egyptian Vulture) have

been recorded in Jharkhand. G. bengalensis,

G. indicus, and ly'. percnopterus are resident

species, while G himalal'ensls is a winter visitor'

G bengalensis andG indictts are listed as Critically

Endangered by IUCN, and listed in Schedule I of
the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972- Egyptian

Vulture (N. percnopterus), the smallest

subspecies which also occurs in most of the

Indian subcontinent has been listed as

Ktatus of vultures in Jharkhand with
speciat refenence to [Isz&Yihagh (IBA]

Satya Prakash,L''o A. K. Mishra,3 and

M.Raziuddin'?

harkhand state is endowed with rich flora

and fauna and has always been rich in

biodiversity. Out ofnine species ofr'ulture

found in India, four species, namely Gyps

bengalensis (White-backed Vulture), Gyps

indicus (Long-billed Vulture or IndianVulture),

Gyps himatayensrs (Himalayan Griffon), and
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Meeting with the Drug lnspectors association of Hazaribagh district and forest department, Jharkhand

endangered by IUCN and is protected

under Schedule IV of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1912. Population
decline oflultures has been seen all over
lndia, and a similar situation is noted in
Jharkhand. Significantly, Hazaribagh
district is the only place in Jharkhand
with vulrures in the wild.

STATUS OF GI?^'\'TILTIIRE TN

IIAZARIBAGH
Hazaribagh (23.98. N85.35" E) is a

lush green part of Jharkhand state,
located around 100 km north of Ranchi
on the Patna-Ranchi national highway.
It is the second most impoftant town of
Jharkhand state. Hazaribagh has an
average elevation of 604 msl, on the
Chhota Nagpur plateau. There are
several hills near the town. A11 the roads

leading to Hazaribagh town traverse
thickly forested areas. River Konar, a

tributary of Damodar river flows past
the town. The place has the reputation

Table 1: Species diversity of vulture found in Hazaribag district

Common Name Scientific name Status(WPA/IUCN) Estimated

Number

White-backedVulture Gypsbengalensis Schedule I 250-300

Critically Endangered

lndian Vulture Gyps indicus Schedule I

Critically Endangered

40-50

Himalayan Griffon

Egyptian Vulture

Gyps himalayensis

Neophron percnopterus

Schedule lV

(Schedule tV)

Endangered

15-20

35-40

of a health resort as it is almost free
from pollution, and enjoys good rainfall
and ambient temperatures.

According to classification of forest
types of India by Champion and Seth
(1968), the forests around Hazaribagh
are Sal forests (cor:responding to the
Northern Dry Sal bearing forest of 58/
C-1 type) and miscellaneous forests

(belonging to the type Northem Dry
Mixed Deciduous forest of 5B/Cr).

About two decades ago, vultures
were common in Jharkhand, found
devouring carcasses left in the open
and finishing them off within no time.
However, a drastic decline in their
population has now been recorded in
the state. Fortunately, at present, the
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conducting Vulture Awareness programme in schools of Jharkhand

ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN FOR
CONSERVAIION OF' \T]LTT]RES IN

JHARKIIAND
1. Vulture conservation activities in

Jharkhand are the joint effort ofthe
NGOs Neo Human Foundation
(NHF), Bombay Natural HistorY

Society (BNHS), RSPB, and the

Forest and Environment Depal'tment,

Govemment of Jharkhand.

Survey, monitoring, and surveillance

are being done regularly since

September 2007 by experts and

voLmteers oINHF and IBCN memben.

3. NHF is regularly organizing "Vulture

Conservation Awareness Programme"

about the importance of vultures,

cause of decline (diclofenac),and free

distribution of awareness materials in

the form of posters, leaflets, and

pamphlets.

4. Presently Neo Human Foundation is

working on Provisional Vulture Safe

Zone (PVSZ) in a radius of 100 km

around Hazaibagh with the suPPort

ofBNHS, RSPB (IlK), andtheForest

Depaftment to phase out diclofenac

and make the area diclofenac-free in

order to establish Hazaribagh Vulture

Safe Zone. Under PVSZ Programme,

regular serninars and workshops are

being organized in schools and

colleges for advocacy.

Regular visits are made to drug

storcs to advocate against misuse

olhuman-use diclolenac: generating

awareness among veterinarians.

untrained veterinarians/paravets to

use meloxicam formulation in place

of diclofenac. We are getting

commendable suPPort from
pharmacies and chemistt.

5. Forest and Environment Depafiment,

Jharkhand has taken a much needed

step for the first time in India to
distribute meloxicam free of cost and

promote its use by veterinarians to

stop the veterinary use ofdiclofenac

in order to make the region free of
this NSAID. About I 9,000 vials have

been purchased for free distribution
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Awareness programme with Range Forest

district of Hazaribagh is still home to

four species of vultures. These mainly

occur in and around 35 km radius of
Hazaribagh town. Hazaribagh district

has the distinction of being the only

place in Jharkhand state hosting an

estimated wild population of over 300

Gyps vultures. Ofthese, G bengalensis

is breeding successfully in the wild.
Continuous surveys since 2007 have

revealed a total of 42 roosting and

nesting areas in Hazaribagh district,

and 108 nests have been observed in

Officers of Tripura, Maharashtra, and Kerala

the last two years. During the last two

years, 30 nestlings have been recorded.

Despite our efforts to conserve

r,ultures, between 2008 and 2012, 11

vulture carcasses were found that were

reported to the forest department.

These were sent to Vulture
Conservation and Breeding Centre,

BNHS, Pinjore for further investigation.

Investigation repofis of five vultures

revealed that they had died ofvisceral

gout, a symptom of diclofenac
poisoning.

MISTNtT Vol" 14 No. l i;tirtarv-Ari"rrrh 201-l



to veterinarians, paravets, and
untrained vets by the Forest
Department. Among these about
7500 vials of meloxicam have been
distributed by Neo Human
Foundation and Adhikari
Foundation for Nafure Conservation

with the support of IBCN members

in the provisional vulture safe
zole.

6. Survey conducted earlier for this
NSAID in Jharkhand have revealed
that a substantial number of
pharmacies were aware of the ban
on veterinary use of diclofenac.

. However, human-use diclofenac is

apparently in use by mainlyunhained
veterinarians. All efforls are being
made by us to make people,
pharmacies, chemists, veterinarians
and untrained veterinarians, aware
of its detrimental effects on
vultures.

7. A meeting was held with the Drug
Inspectors of Hazaribagh and
Dhanbad for their support to phase

out human diclofenac for vet use.

They took the issue seriously and
issued a letter to all the secretaries

of drug associations (Hazarlbagh,
Ramgarh, Koderma, Giridih, Chaft a,

Palamau, Latehar, Bokaro, and
Dhanbad) falling under the
provisional rulture safe zone as well
as their jurisdiction. All the drug
association members have taken their
advice seriously and they are
extending their unconditional
support to mak e H azaib agh a r,ulture
safe zone.

8. Meetings are being conducted
individually and workshops are
being organized by NHF to gain
supporl from drug association
members of districts that come within
the proposed lrrlture safe zone.

9. The Forest and Environment
Depaftment, Jharkhand has taken a

vital step in opening a Vulture
Conservation and Breeding Centre
at Muta, Ranchi. The project is under
progress.
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Conclusion
Though many steps have been

taken towards conservation of
vultures in Jharkhand, further action
is required at the earliest to save the
vanishing vultures that are still found
in good numbers in Hazaribagh

district. There is an urgent need to
take steps for in-sittt conservation of
the species on a large seale. The
successful breeding of vultures in
Hazarlbagh district in the wild proves
that the area still carries hope for the
vanishing vultures.

Contacts:
rIBCN State Coordinator, Jharkhand

Emaii : nhfsatya@hotmail. com
2University Department of Zoology, vinoba Bhave University,Hazaribagh, Jharkhand
3Palamau Tiger Reserve (BufferArea), Daltonganj (Medininagar), Jharkhand

Neo. Human Foundation, Hazaribagh, Jharkhand

Spreading vulture

Workshop on saving vultures at. Grizzly College, Koderma, Jharkhand
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